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"Learning a Language, Making Many Friends”

Loring Brock

I fondly remember my time taking the free lessons offered
by AIFS. Once or twice a week I would drop by for an hour
or two to study Japanese. There were several different
kinds of lessons, but usually we would be studying from a
textbook. From dialogues to Kanji we had a variety of
different topics we covered. The teachers were very
flexible, and I was able to study just about any topic I
had interest in. The very low student to teacher ratio also
meant that I practically had my own Japanese tutor, which
meant I was able to learn a lot more than if I was in a
huge class with many other students.After the main lesson,
we would have a short “teatime break” where we had light
refreshments and held open conversation in Japanese. During my busy schedule it was a

nice time to be able to relax and use the new Japanese I had just learned.

A lot of the Japanese I studied during these lessons helped me with my day-to—-day life
and I was able to understand a lot of the world around me using the Japanese skills I
had gained. The lessons were also a good way to meet new people, both from Japan and
abroad. It was wonderful to meet so many different people from so many different
backgrounds. I really appreciated how many people were willing to volunteer their time
to teach people Japanese. Japanese is not an easy language, but I was glad that I was
able to get assistance from some native Japanese speakers.

Not only were the Japanese teachers willing to teach me, but they were willing to
befriend me as well. I went on trips around Chiba with several of the teachers and was
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able to go places I normally wouldn’t have even known about. I’ve done several trips
with one teacher in particular, Yoshiki Kobayashi, and together we’ve played tennis,
gone hiking, and been to several festivals. I’ ve made many memories with him and for
that I’m very thankful I attended Kurashi no Nihongo Club and met him.

While becoming a part of a new community can be difficult and daunting, in particular
if one is from a different country, AIFS and Kurashi no Nihongo Club were a great way
for me as a foreigner to be able to interact and get to know other people from Chiba
and to be able to better learn the Japanese language. I hope that other foreigners are
able to join these lessons and have the same great experiences that I had during my time
there.
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