o
Rgm‘g“ Newwsletter

N0.92 2023.7.25 51T =E# 713 % (2023.2.19 ;H1E)
P T267-0066 TEMRXHIHANE 4-1-6 TIL—)L15 101
TEL/FAX : 043-294-9551 E-Mail : aifs@eastcom.ne.jp

TINAIT
54 A DETE R—LR=3 : https://www.npo-aifs.org/

SERFANYMRDFEHHBEEROTOEIN. RRAERICKZ DI TELAFUL. STSEE EETSHEONT
EEUTT 2ok, TRER ALT URSEE (Elizabeth Xiong A) OEUERDFEZIBELET . BIMRITO, IRE.,
SNS &, HFRPEE (LR TARTE TEMEDIBIRCEL ZIAE(FECT TEFATETLIN FLTPREEOZNICD
WTEASBRVENETEZVTY, EVEOBZR IHRCUZEE ., TOEE(CI I IMEZRUDFR T,

The Minority Asian

Hello there. My name is Elizabeth Xiong and although my last name might confuse people, I am from
America. My parents were born in Laos, yet we are not Laotian. Here is where many people start to get
confused. Now, imagine having to explain how this works to a high school class full of students who one,
cannot completely comprehend English, and second, could care less about it altogether.

Here in Japan, since I am an English teacher, students also have many questions. I look like them, yet
somehow, I am not fluent in their language. My last name sparks theories about where I am from. The faces
of shock when they learn that I am from America is something that will always make me chuckle. Little do
they know, where I am from is the easiest thing to explain about myself. My background, on the other hand,
is the most complicated thing to explain not only to Japanese students and teachers, but also to any American
back in the United States.

I am Hmong, or Hmoob if you write it in the Hmong language. My ethnic group originates from the
mountainous regions of China. Due to war, imperialism, and genocide against our people, many of the Hmong
people in China were left with no choice but to flee to other countries such as Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam.
But war did not stop there. When the Vietnam War happened, many Hmong people from Laos were recruited
to fight alongside the United States against the Viet Kong. My grandfather on my mother’s side was one of
many Hmong people who were recruited. And although he fought alongside Americans, he, like many other
Hmong soldiers, is not recognized as a veteran. Thankfully, one benefit that came from his assistance was that
his family could be sponsored to go to America. Through many Christian churches, America families became
sponsors to support Hmong families in their time of need in finding a new place to call home. That is how
my parents were able to get to America. And thus, many years later, I was born.

During the harsh times of war and constant displacement, the Hmong lost various part of themselves,
but also gained a great deal as well. Many lives were lost, but in return, it strengthened the passion and desire
to keep traditions, names, and legacies alive. The necklaces that were once forced to be put around the necks
of Hmong slaves for identification, we now wear with pride and our traditional clothing to show the hardships
that our people had to endure. We were driven out of our homeland, but persevered and found new homes to
call our own. In the process of fleeing, we lost many of our belongings, some of which were believed to have
our original language written in them. But in Laos, between 1951 and 1953, with the help of missionaries and
Hmong advisors, our written Hmong language was developed.

Nowadays, in America, the Hmong are prevalent in many states such as Minnesota, California, and
my home state, Wisconsin. Each of our last names represents one of thirteen different Hmong clans that we
belong to. Every Hmong person with the same last name is considered family even if it is not by blood. And
although many people have made adjustments to some of the Hmong traditions, the importance and meaning
behind them is still very strong.

Despite the fact that I am not fluent in my culture’s own language, I can speak and understand enough
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to have conversations, and I believe that is a start. Many people might find it tiring and frustrating to contin-
uously explain their background, but for me, our stories are never ones that are typically known or shared, so
I'am always more than happy to educate people on a history that they were never taught or never knew existed.
With every class I teach, I introduce a little bit about my background and each time, I always tell my students
that even if you do not understand my culture or its history, it is understandable and okay because even in the
United States, there are still a vast majority who have never even heard of the Hmong people. But I will always
be willing to share, teach, and inform about my culture and who we are. We are the Hmong people.
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